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31st Sunday after Pentecost Hieromartyr Clement, Bishop of Ancyra, and Martyr Agathangelus 

In the name of the father, and the son, and of the Holy Spirit God is one. The Lord often spoke about 
blindness, and healed the blind! But it is important here to mention the two types of blindness. There 
is the physical blindness which the Lord healed. And there is the spiritual blindness which requires our 
cooperation with the Lord, in order to be healed. You see the Lord passed by Jericho and along the 
Dusty Road, there sat that man year after year begging in order to live out the remaining days of his 
life without hunger. But his heart was fully aware of who Jesus Christ is. As soon as he found out who 
it is that was passing by, there was no shutting him up, or controlling his excitement. He shouted the 
more Jesus son of David have mercy on me. And when the Lord calls to him and ask him’ what it is 
that he desire’ and by tradition we know the man by name is Bartimaeus! He answered that he may 
receive his sights! Of course the merciful Lord Grant him his desire, and told him to go his way! And 
here is a very important part of the story! Bartimaeus‘s way became the lord’s way. He followed him. 
How is the level of our sight? We know the Lord and his commandments. Do we follow him? Or do we 
act like the Pharisees blocking even others from knowing him! Remember the Lord spoke, “If ye were 
blind, ye should have no sin, but now ye say, we see; therefore your sin remained” (Jn 9:41). This is a 
frightful sentence, because it was pronounced by the One who alone can justify or condemn, and He 
said their sin remained. Your prayers, in Christ always!  

   Tone 6 Troparion (Resurrection) 

The Angelic Powers were at Thy tomb; the guards became as dead men. Mary stood by Thy 

grave, seeking Thy most pure body. Thou didst capture hell not being tempted by it. Thou didst 

come to the Virgin, granting life. O Lord, Who didst rise from the dead,// glory to Thee.   

   Tone 4 Troparion (St. Clement) 

Thou didst spring up, O most holy one, as a branch and stem of holiness, a most sacred flower of 

the contest of martyrdom and as a most sweet fruit given by God to the faithful. But as one who 

shared the struggle of the martyrs and the throne of hierarchs,// intercede with Christ God that 

our souls may be saved!                 
Troparion ST. George:You were …..Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 

    Tone 6 Kontakion (Resurrection) 

When Christ God, the Giver of Life, raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery with His 

mighty hand, He bestowed resurrection on the human race.// He is the Savior of all, the 

Resurrection, the Life, and the God of all. 

    Tone 4 Kontakion (St. Clement) 

Thou hast become an honored branch of the vine of Christ, revealed as one of many struggles, 

O all-praised Clement. With thy fellow champion thou didst cry out:// “Christ is the shining joy 

of martyrs!” 
 Kontakion St.George…Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Steadfast protectress of Christian 
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        Tone 6 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 

O Lord, save Thy people, / and bless Thine inheritance! V. To Thee, O Lord, will I call. O my 

God, be not silent to me!            

   Epistle   (280-ctr) 1 Timothy 1:15-17                   

Tone 6  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! V. He who dwelleth in the shelter of the Most High will 

abide in the shadow of the heavenly God. V. He will say to the Lord: “My Protector and my 

Refuge; my God, in Whom I trust.” 

   Gospel      (93) Luke 18:35-43 
Communion Hymn : Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  . Alleluia, 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

    Orthodox Saints Quotes            

In a culture that is obsessed with identity, St. Paul reminds us of who we are in Christ. To be 

baptized into Him is to find our identity in Him – the One who is both God and man, and is the 

measure of what it means to be created in the image and likeness of God.  In Christ, we are not 

identified by the particular features of ethnicity or gender, or by our place in a political or 

economic hierarchy. To be baptized into Christ is to find our identity in Him, transcending all other 

particulars. We are baptized into the One who took on our humanity, to restore us to the full image 

and likeness of God in which we were created. We have put on Christ, which means we have been 

clothed with the grace of God to live into His image and likeness. All other identities are incidental. 

We are sons and daughters of the Most High. In Him we find our true identity; in Him we find our 

unity.  +archive from the fathers. 

“A blind person who undertakes to guide others is a deceiver plunging into the pit of 

destruction those who follow him. As the Lord said: ‘if the blind lead the blind, both will 

fall into the pit’ (Matt. 25:14).” + St Symeon the New Theologian 

“Every man on earth is sick with the fever of sin, with the blindness of sin and is overcome 

with its fury. As sins consist mostly of malice and pride, it is necessary to treat everyone 

who suffers from the malady of sin with kindness and love. This is an important truth, 

which we often forget. Very often we act in the opposite manner: we add malice to malice 

by our anger, we oppose pride with pride. Thus, evil grows within us and does not 

decrease; it is not cured – rather it spreads.” + St. John of Kronstadt 

 

Payers for the livings: Archbishop Benjamin,  Abbot Tryphon, the child of God Monika, 

Janice, Souha ,Christina, and all our brethren of this Holy Temple.  

 Prayers for the Departed: all the orthodox that lay here and there sleep in the Lord. 

Especially the newly departed servant of God Nick       

                                                    Important Note  
*** Reminder: Parish meeting is this coming Sunday, as well as voting for new parish council members! 

** Saturday Feb, 12th 2022 we will have a fundraising valentine dinner and dance. Please make plans to 

join us in this fund raising celebration. The Cost is $25.00 per person, children under 14 are free. DJ will 

be provided by Petro. Please see Marleen shihab, or Janice. To make your reservations. I pray we will see 

all of you.                             

*** I’m Happy to announce, Arch Bishop Benjamin will be visiting us Sat/April 9
th

/10
th

.  God 

Grant him many years.   

*** Fr. Alexander plans: that he will finish his ministry down the hill, at St. Spyridon. And will join 

us full time thereafter.  This might take few weeks. In the meantime, if the case required I will be 

reaching out to Fr. Dionisie or Fr. Boris. Whoever would be available? I couldn’t be more grateful 

and thankful to God. May God grant all them, many blessed years. In Christ always!         * 

                      


